
The Newsletter for

 Unitarian Universalist Fellowship 
of Wayne County  
A Member Congregation of the Unitarian Universalist Association

February Service Schedule 
Services at 9:00 and 10:45.

Join us for coffee after the service.

February 5:  The Whole World Kin [Rev. Elaine Strawn]
UU minister Fredric Muir subtitled his book, “Darwin and the Spirit of Liberal 
Religion”.  How DO our scientific understandings inform our theology as 
Unitarian Universalists?

February 12: Celebrating Darwin  [Dr. Mark Wilson]
Charles Darwin’s birthday is something to celebrate!  His courageous insights 
on evolution have paved the way for our understanding of the world around us. 
Dr. Wilson is a professor of Geology at the College of Wooster. 

February 19: Home Is Where the Heart Is  [Rev. Elaine Strawn, 
     Helen Meyers, and friends]

What does the UUFWC mean to you?  How is your life is different because of 
this congregation?

February 26:  Visions from Thailand [Annie Jaeb]
Annie has just returned from a study leave in Thailand sponsored by the College 
of Wooster.  Her insights on the culture she experienced, feminist theology in 
Asia and life as a whole in this ancient and up-to-the-moment country will 
expand our boundaries.

[The Open Plate Collection for this Sunday will go to MOCA House, an agency 
working in advocacy and support in the lives of individuals living with mental 
illness.]U
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Visit us on Facebook:  Type “UUFWC” into the search bar at www.facebook.com  

February 19 is “Stewardship Sunday”.  It marks the beginning of this years’ 
annual stewardship campaign to gather the funds and the resources we need 
to keep the UU operating.  Please see page 4 for much more information.

The annual meeting of the UUFWC will be May 20, after the second service.  
We hope everyone can attend and vote on elections and issues.

http://www.facebook
http://www.facebook


From the Board
The Board of Trustees has accepted the recent Assessment Report and are currently looking at the 
three recommendations:

  1.  Do a review of building use.  This is a data gathering process where we will track spaces and 
times when there is too much crowding.  The Staff has done a very good job of utilizing space usage 
to alleviate congested areas and spaces.

  2.  Continue to focus on annual giving and try to build financial resources.  How do we live out our 
UU values of inclusiveness and honoring each person within our growing economic diversity?  The 
congregation needs to fully support the Stewardship Campaign.

  3.  Keep moving toward clarity on our specific mission goals, then allow those changes to guide the 
changes we decide to make.  This is to continue the process toward resolving our growth issues.

The Board is continually looking to the future and what steps need to be taken to help us along 
the way.
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Meet:  (v) to gather, encounter, engage, fulfill

Meeting.  Mention the word and you can get groans, sighs, and rolled eyes.  Although often viewed as 
a chore, the Leadership Development Team (LDT) has been thinking about meetings differently.  At 
our monthly meetings, we have an agenda that outlines the work we need to accomplish, but we also 
make time in that agenda to light our chalice and share our stories.

Unlike business meetings, meetings at the Fellowship have two functions:  1) attending to the business 
of the UUFWC, and 2) attending to the spirit of the congregation.  We can dot a lot of i’s, but if we are 
not growing the bonds that strengthen this community, what have we really accomplished?   If we do 
not take the time to listen deeply to each other, how can we become a team able to accomplish the 
tasks before us?

In Serving with Grace, Erik Wickstrom suggests that meetings can be part of our spiritual 
practice.  They can give us the opportunity to practice patience in listening to others, the opportunity to 
practice humility in resisting the temptation to show off our knowledge, and the opportunity to practice 
faith that others in the room can make contributions.  At their best, our meetings reflect our UUFWC 
mission to be “. . . an inclusive community for spiritual exploration, dedicated to social and 
environmental justice.”

The LDT is evolving.  We are working hard to meet the challenges of a growing congregation and we 
are having a lot of fun doing it!  As always, we welcome your thoughts and ideas.  Kristen Willie, 
Mary Wicks, Judy Smith, Marti Livingston, Kat Gibbons, Gail Carter, Bert Bishop.



The Minister’s Column

In mid-January, I attended a lecture presented by Dr. James Cone.  Of course, I knew this “founder” 
of Black Liberation Theology from my seminary days.  I was curious whether the message had 
changed.  It hasn’t.  Cone quoted the Hebrew prophet Amos, “Let justice roll down like water and 
righteousness as an ever-flowing stream” and then lifted up the Civil Rights Movement as the greatest 
movement for change in our country’s history.  He talked of how Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. would 
hate being memorialized by people more interested in paying homage than in advocating for the poor 
who are struggling all around us.  “It’s ALWAYS the right time to do what is right for the poor and the 
weak!”  In Cone’s eyes, King was even more radical that Rev. Jeremiah Wright, but “dead men make 
convenient heroes.”  King had a dream, but the poor are living the American nightmare; “the dream 
will not come”, Cone said, “until everybody is included in it.”

Dr. Cone doesn’t have much love for Thomas Jefferson with his beautiful words that exclude 
everyone but white males of property.  Well, my little Unitarian Universalist soul balked at that a bit, 
but it did occur to me that the Declaration of Independence could serve our “5 Year Plan”.  From 
Tianamin Square, to the Arab Spring and from immigration to Occupy Wall Street, there is energy 
bubbling up everywhere.  Freedom is by nature contagious and we need to expand the definition of 
humanity until, Cone shouts, “We don’t leave NOBODY out!”

February is Black History month.  It is, also, a month in which we will be celebrating Charles 
Darwin.  Change is inevitable.  What is our role in taking down the walls?  “Love,” Cone says, “is 
always standing right beside Justice.”  May it be so.

The Inside Scoop: Navigating the Fellowship
Confused? Curious?  Seeking enlightenment?
1)  Are you new to the Fellowship and trying to figure out how it all works?
2)  Have you been here a while and are still trying to figure it out?
3)  Would you like to be more involved?

If you answered “yes” or even “maybe” to one of these questions, we hope you will join us for lunch 
and The Inside Scoop on Sunday, February 12 from noon to 2 pm.  This is your chance to learn 
some of “nuts and bolts” of the UUFWC, from the organizational structure to how things really get 
done.

So that no one goes hungry, please let us know if you plan to join us.  Send the following information 
to Bert Bishop:  1) your name(s), 2) phone number, 3) number and ages of children if child care is 
needed, and 4) any burning questions you have.

Sponsored by the Membership Committee and Leadership Development Team.
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"It Feels Like Home To Me"
   That's what new members say when they join.  It's what our veteran members and friends say.  It's what 
our young people say.  And it is the theme of the 2012 Stewardship Campaign.  We will launch our annual 
Stewardship Campaign in February to provide the resources to keep our home staffed and 'to keep the lights 
on.' Right now, Sandy Sheffield and I are recruiting visiting stewards to help raise the funds needed and 
connect folks who want to volunteer but haven't figured out how what is needed fits their talents and time.
 
   Michael Jaeb designed our brochure, and Anne Wilson helps every year with the mailings and 
bookkeeping.  This year, the Finance Committee set our goal at $185,000.  This is not a 'dream goal' - this is 
a goal to provide the basics.  Our visiting stewards will share their stories of their journeys to the Unitarian 
Universalist Fellowship of Wayne County and the importance the Fellowship holds in their lives, as well as 
how they keep connected and involved.  And they will ask you to share your stories.
 
   We know that the diversity we celebrate includes folks from different income levels, too.  The visiting 
stewards will ask you to consider your annual pledge, and ask that those who can to consider an increase.  If 
those who can give a little more do that, we will reach our monetary goal.  If we involve more volunteers, 
maybe we can actually staff two identical RE programs, or assure that someone preps coffee between 
services, or that our various committees include everyone who wants to help.
 
Sandy and I will provide training for the visiting stewards.  If we haven't already asked you and you want to 
help, contact one of us or call Helen's cell.
 
The more visiting stewards we have, the fewer calls each will need to make.  You will find that the visits are 
really fun - last year, Gene and I were entertained by Stella Lowry.  What a treat!
 
The Fellowship indeed feels like home to me and you are my family.  Gene and I have felt the love when 
we were at our lowest, and are so very grateful for you all.  Stewardship to me means that I need to do what 
I can to keep our flame lit for the generations to follow, so that long after I am gone, there will still be a 
blessed community where people celebrate diversity, children know that to question is an answer, and 
young people are our gifts to the world. 

 
Namaste,
Helen Meyers, Stewardship Committee Co-Chair

Who do you know...
that would be interested in expanding his/her role in the Fellowship?...is committed to 
strengthening this community?
In May 2012, members of the UUFWC will elect new members for the Board of Directors and for 
the Nominating Committee.  We welcome anyone who would like to be considered or has 
suggestions for candidates.

Please send suggestions to the Nominating Committee via Mary Wicks.  Or contact another 
member of the committee:  Gail Carter, Kat Gibbons, Marti Livingstone, or Kristen Willie.

Page 4



Fundraising and Other News

Movie Matinee:  Saturday, February 18, at 2:00 pm
Stay tuned for what we will be showing.
We are having a FUNdraising Movie Matinee.  We will show family oriented films and sell concessions 
to fund the project and 10% of the net proceeds will go to help feed the struggling in Wayne County.  We 
hope you will join us.  There is a box on the Connections Table to request movies that you would like us 
to show.

Pamper Yourself Night:   March  29, 7:00pm -9:00pm
For a $5 admission fee, you can get a mini massage, hand spa, and indulge in a Wine and Chocolate 
Buffet and much more.  We will also The Beer Cave open with beer and popcorn, poker, sports tapes, 
etc for those that don’t want wine and chocolate.  Child care will be available upon request.  Come and 
let us pamper you!

HOT Salsa Night:   April 28,  6:00 pm -10:00 pm
Come enjoy an authentic Latin buffet and then dance the night away to hot Latin rhythms.

Madrigal results:  Thanks to all of your hard work and dedication, we netted $2,000 for the 
Madrigal last year!   Remember that 10% of that will be donated to local charities.  

NEW Fundraising Project!   We are so excited to be teaming up with Esperanza Threads to 
bring new UU t shirts!  The shirts will be made of organic cotton.  The mission of Esperanza Threads 
is a shop manufacturing natural organic and earth friendly clothing in the USA.  Its mission is to 
provide sewing training in good-quality, green-collar jobs for individuals with barriers to employment. 
Green-collar jobs are defined as jobs that can support a family, give the opportunity to build a career, 
increase sustainability and protect the environment.  They are located in Cleveland, OH.  Shirts should 
be available for purchase in April.

UUFWC Cookbooks:  We still have our own UUFWC cookbooks available for purchase:  
Lettuce, Olive ‘n Peas.  The cost is $10 and they not only have recipes from our members, but also 
feature recipes from our Madrigal Feaste, other special events and the South Market Bistro.  

Are you a Leader?
If you’re a board member, worship associate, or committee member it’s easy to answer yes.  You’re 
visible to a large portion of the fellowship and actively involved.  But what if you’re an RE 
facilitator?  The person who updates bulletin boards?  One of the many who maintain our landscape 
when no one is around?

The Leadership Development Team has been discussing these very questions and we think it’s all of 
the above.  Leaders are typically thought to be the ones who provide direction, accomplish a variety 
of tasks, and are well known in the fellowship.  We’ve expanded this definition: Anyone who is 
involved in the functions and activities of this fellowship leads by example.  It is her or his 
commitment that creates the fiber, the connections, that are essential to building community within 
this fellowship.

If you are interested in becoming more involved in this community or have ideas on how we can 
facilitate involvement, please contact one of us:  Bert Bishop, Gail Carter, Kat Gibbons, Marti 
Livingstone, Judy Smith, Kristen Willie, or Mary Wicks.
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Social Action In Action

“The Power of Community” Film Showing and Discussion

At a time when global crises can seem overwhelming, working to promote positive changes at the local 
level can help people feel more hopeful about the future.

That’s the message behind the film “The Power of Community,” which will be shown at no charge to 
the public on Saturday, February 11 at 7 PM at the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Wayne County, 
3186 Burbank Road, Wooster.  This inspiring documentary explores the situation in Cuba following the 
fall of the Soviet Union, when fuel and food shortages crippled the country, and shows how neighbors 
worked together to grow their own food and find local solutions to their crisis.

The film is presented by Wooster Area Transition, a newly developing group dedicated to promoting 
resilience and local solutions to community needs in Wooster and neighboring areas.  Inspired by the 
global Transition movement – a positive, community-based response to global climate, energy, and 
economic crises – Wooster Area Transition welcomes everyone who is interested in building on the 
successful community efforts already in place so that we can find creative local solutions to these 
global crises.

The film will be followed by discussion, ideas for future Wooster Area Transition projects, and a 
dessert potluck.  There is no charge for the event, but people are encouraged to bring a dessert to share.

For more information about Wooster Area Transition, please contact Keith Speirs.  For more 
information about the Transition movement, visit the Transition US web site.

The regular meeting of the Peace and Justice Circle  is the 3rd Saturday of the month from 1 -3 
pm.  The Peace and Justice Movie Nights are held on the First Saturday of the month at 7 pm.  Showing 
on February 4th at 7 pm will be Panama Deception.  Its about our invasion of Panama to remove 
Noriega from office.

PEOPLE TO PEOPLE:  February 19th is Paper and Toiletries Sunday.  Hand soap, toilet paper, 
tissues, sanitary napkins and disposable diapers are needed.  No paper towels, please.  Thanks to all 
who were able to contribute to the December Case Food Drive.  $710 was collected to help restock the 
food pantry with frequently used items.
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Meeting Notes

Talls and Smalls Dance

for ages 6 to 86
12:30-2:00 p.m.

January 8, February 12, and March 11
at the UUFWC

Every “small” needs at least one teenage or adult partner
For more information, contact Susan English or Bill Alkire.

Inner Peace Yoga class on Mondays, starting February 6 at 5:30pm in the fellowship 
room at UUFWC

 
Not your typical yoga class – this will be a very slow and gentle spiritual practice – and it’s FREE!  Dae Evans 

teaches and leads yogic techniques for health, as well as how to activate and relax muscle groups especially 
for those experiencing health difficulties.  Downward dog, sun salutations, and headstands are wonderful, but 
will not be experienced in this class.  The class is one hour long and you need to bring a yoga mat (the thicker 

the better), a blanket or cover for your body, and a pillow for use underneath your knees.  Dress in flexible 
clothing and layer up for warmth.  No socks or shoes needed, and best not to eat 2 hours prior to class. 

Beginners and disease sufferers welcome!  If you have any questions, feel free to contact Dae.
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BOOK DISCUSSION GROUP 
usually meets the third Sunday of the month, during the school year, at 7 pm.
For February, the book to be discussed is The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian  by 
Sherman Alexi.  For March, Sex Wars by Marge Piercy.

The Needlework Group will meet on Tuesday February 14 at 7:00 pm at the fellowship. 
New people always welcome.



Membership Committee
As we prepare for Spring, we will explore fresh new questions, new friendships and deepening 
understanding of those around us at the revitalized Sweet ‘N Greet celebration on February 25, 
7:00-9:00 pm.  Look for the sign-up sheet in the lobby.  A chance to mingle with newer and more 
seasoned members, enjoy delicious desserts and be challenged.
 
Are you interested in learning about Unitarian Universalism?  Are you wondering “How do I 
become a member”?  See our Minister, Elaine Strawn and sign up for the UU Inquiry luncheon after 
the second service on March 11.

Committee News

Spirit Paths will continue to meet on the second Wednesday of the month:  February 15, 
March 14 and April 18.

To the Members and Friends of the UUFWC
Please consider signing up for Coffee Hour at some future time.  It is a very easy chore and really 
appreciated by everyone in the fellowship.  Currently we have no one signed up for any Sunday past 
February 12, so we need people from the 19th on.  

If you like having coffee between and after the services on Sunday, pitch in and help out with it every  
once in a while!  If there is no one signed up, there will be no coffee served.  Snacks are always 
optional.  Thank you!    Kat Gibbons and the Coffee Committee.
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More News

The Moore the Merrier
We welcome to our congregation Tim and Barb Moore, their daughter Michelle Foltz and their 
granddaughter Maya.  Seville Lutheran Tim and Creston Methodist Barb were discontented with those 
restrictive religions and stayed away from organized religion until their son Brian, member of our 
Bellville church, enticed  them into our diversity, community, the opportunity to say what we feel, and 
to learn new approaches to life's problems.

Barb makes jewelry and beadwork, enjoys reading, and does the Facebook page for the UUFWC. Tim 
is fond of fishing at their other home in Rockport, Texas.  Their daughter Michelle Foltz is an LPN in a 
nursing home.  She loves the openness here. Her daughter, active in our RE pageants, has been selected 
as an ambassador for People to People to Canada, if she can earn her way.

One More Moore
It's no surprise that Laura Moore's son Cameron comes with the accent of South Carolina.  His first and 
former wife brought him to Ohio through her job at OSU.  They have four children.  Since the divorce 
he has been footloose.  Laura brought him "kicking and screaming" to the UUFWC.  He likes the 
freedom from restriction in Unitarian Universalism and our welcoming community.



UU PARENTS GROUP
Second Wednesdays from noon to 2pm (child 
care provided).  Bring your lunch and chat,   
then the kids play and the adults discuss a 
chosen topic.  Contact Rev. Elaine Strawn

MOVING BEYOND RACISM meets the 
3rd Mondays at the Public Library.  Contact 
Sandy or Gregg Sheffield, or Elaine Strawn. 

SPIRITUALIY CIRCLE meets every other 
Tuesday afternoon at 2:00 pm.  John Renner 
facilitates a time of reflection and sharing.  All 
are welcome to attend.  See John for details.

OHIOANS FOR MARRIAGE EQUALITY
We are working for the civil right of marriage 
for same-sex couples in Ohio.  Meetings are 
usually the 4th Tuesday of the month.

The LGBT Group,
LIFE GETS BETTER TOGETHER meets 
on the 2nd Saturday.  See Gail Woosley or 
Bonnie Groop. 

SPIRIT PATHS meets most months at the UU.  
For info, contact Gail Carter.

SCRABBLE/ BRIDGE/GAME NIGHTS
2nd Sundays from 7 to 9:30PM.  
Bring yourself, a game, and maybe a snack to 
share.  Ken McDonald.

WORD WORKS WRITERS GROUP
Third Thursday from 1-3 p.m.

February Birthdays:
  2/08 Elaine Strawn
  2/10 Peg Redinbaugh
  2/11 Don Curie
  2/12 Lee Simpson
  2/13 Jane Harkey
  2/18 John Gross
  2/26 Emily Curie
  2/26 Marge Thomas
  2/27 Candy Lint

 February Anniversaries:

 We don’t know of any anniversaries                         
in February.

We’d like to add your important event to the list.
Please contact the office.

Regular Events

Rides for College Students 

The Fellowship offers a ride service for 
College of Wooster students who wish to 
attend Sunday services during the school 
year.  

UU members:  Please consider driving,   
and contact Ruth Sewell if you can help. 

The events shown on this page are just a 
part of what goes on at the UUFWC.  

If you’re looking for a specific activity, or 
if want to know when a particular group or 
committee meets, you can go to the 
Fellowship website, uufwc.org, and click 
on calendar.
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Below are two titles new to the UUFWC library:

BEING ALIVE AND HAVING TO DIE: THE SPIRITUAL ODYSSEY OF FORREST 
CHURCH   By Dan Cryer   B Church, Forrest
A finalist for the Pulitzer Prize in criticism as well as a College of Wooster graduate, author Dan 
Cryer has written a biography of Forrest Church that BOOKLIST honors as one of 2011’s Top 
Ten Books on Religion and Spirituality.  Utilizing interviews and letters, Cryer explores 
Church’s imperfections as well as his accomplishments
 as a theologian, minister, and champion of liberal religion.  A penetrating biography of one of 
Unitarian Universalist’s outstanding leaders.

GOD VS. GAY?:  THE RELIGIOUS CASE FOR EQUALITY   By Jay Michaelson
261.835 Mich 2011
“As both a gay rights activist and a religion scholar, Michaelson is uniquely positioned to tackle 
the contentious ‘God vs. Gay’ divide.  The author underscores that the Hebrew Bible and the New 
Testament both emphasize the importance of love, compassion, and equality.  Michaelson offers a 
progressive take on gay rights – arguing that the moral principles in these texts favor acceptance of 
gays and lesbians, outweighing the handful of ambiguous verses so often cited by conservatives.  
In arguing that, politically and spiritually, the God/gay split must end, this book will stimulate a 
long-overdue dialogue on an urgent issue.”  (Quote from UUA Bookstore Catalog) 

   Other Important Information

LIBRARY NEWS

In addition to our own UUFWC library, you can check out what is new at the UUA bookstore, 
Beacon Press and Skinner House. Skinner House announces that many of their books are now 
available as ebooks.  Links are available at UUA.org.

A Look at the Year Ahead
Ohio Meadville District (OMD) Winter Institute:  Feb 17 – 20, 2012 at Salt Fork State Park and 
Lodge in Cambridge, Oh. 

Ohio-Meadville District Assembly:  March 23-24, 2012 at Allegheny College in Meadville, 
Pennsylvania.  Details and registration will be available in January. You can find more information and 
links to forms at www.ohiomeadville.org

UU General Assembly:  June 20-24, 2012 in Phoenix, Arizona.  More information is available at the 
UUA website, UUA.org.
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http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=be9hxxbab&et=1107876338863&s=114&e=001ApZivrOf9fJkmBcQcM9NO7wHUmGJmeYnW2Tr2DQKIlfBuKrNpbTu3LLurCtJPv5bX5vzL19yNVxAXibCprfu41auFw1iidNVMtoLA8d-uEphswqVQyJkIEoWiQtrI2dVjL2npIs835gcZ8Sd5vIMwqtfWWojDb2V
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=be9hxxbab&et=1107876338863&s=114&e=001ApZivrOf9fJkmBcQcM9NO7wHUmGJmeYnW2Tr2DQKIlfBuKrNpbTu3LLurCtJPv5bX5vzL19yNVxAXibCprfu41auFw1iidNVMtoLA8d-uEphswqVQyJkIEoWiQtrI2dVjL2npIs835gcZ8Sd5vIMwqtfWWojDb2V
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About the UUFWC

The Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Wayne County,
a member congregation of the Unitarian Universalist Association.

Mission Statement:  The UUFWC is an inclusive community for spiritual exploration dedicated to 
       social and environmental justice.
How to Find Us:   From mid-September until mid-June we meet at 9:00 and 10:45 am on Sundays 
at 3186 Burbank Road, in Wooster.  330-262-9194.  In the summer we meet only at 10:00.
Minister:  Rev. V. Elaine Strawn,  email: minister –at- uufwc.org

Director of Religious Exploration:  Nancy Hurt:  dre– at- uufwc.org 

Board of Directors:  Gene Meyers, president;  Helen Ostermiller, vice president;  John Gross, secretary;              
Tim Breiner, Deleasa Randall-Grifiths, Joanne Schroeder, Karen Skubik, past president

Office Administrator:  Anne Wilson, email:  fellowship –at-  uufwc.org 

Newsletter Editor:  Juan Gross:  newsletter-at -uufwc.org.  The newsletter deadline is the 17th of every month.  

Website:   www.uufwc.org   Streaming audio now available. Can’t make the service?   Listen online!  
Webmaster:  Lee Simpson  

Yahoo Group Email: Address your email to:  uufwc –at-  yahoogroups.com  One email reaches nearly everyone!  
There is a delay while the messages are moderated.  To join the group, email the office:  fellowship –at-  uufwc.org.

Office Hours: Rev. Dr. Elaine Strawn:  Tuesday and Thursday 1-5 pm;  Wednesday 1-5 pm
    Anne Wilson, Office Administrator:  Monday, Wednesday, Friday 10-2 pm
    Nancy Hurt, Director Of Religious Exploration:  Tuesday and Thursday 4-7 pm.

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship
of Wayne County
3186 Burbank Road
Wooster, Ohio  44691

The Unitarian Universalist Fellowship                   
is an inclusive community for spiritual exploration 

dedicated to social and environmental justice.


