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Touchstones Theme: Wisdom 

Join us in exploring the theme of  Wisdom 

Indra’s Net 
Each fisher, with homemade net of   
differing mesh, catches life’s experience 
sized according to the holes between the 
knots. Each fisher takes these net-caught 
meanings for what fish there are. They 
call to one another, “Your nets are wrong! 
Those are not true fishes.” And they take 
the tales of  one another’s catches for fish 
stories. They tell heroic sagas of  the ones 

that got away; for, in truth, there are uncounted fishes that pass through 
all our nets, and fish so large they tear our nets to tatters if  we dare to fish 
the depths. And how often do we carefully seine [i.e., fish with a net] the 
long familiar shoals and hang our nets to dry, proclaiming “I have caught 
all the fish in the sea.” And who has not scoffed at the youth with hand-
line, the wrong bait, and in inauspicious waters patiently awaiting the fish 
that our nets tell us does not exist?   Rev. Mike Young 

Wisdom seems to defy description, but we 
tend to know it when we see or hear it. We are 
acutely aware of  the wisdom and the accom-
panying humility we experience in others.  
Being in their presence often gives rise to the 
longing to possess such wisdom for ourselves, 
and we begin to search for it, always believing 
wisdom lies somewhere beyond us. Poet Mark 
Nepo describes the outcome of  his search: “I 
wanted to become wise, but after much travel and study, it was during my 
bedridden days with cancer that I realized I was already wise. I just didn't 
know the language of  my wisdom.”   Jane Venard 


