
Our Theme for May: Mystery 

May Service Schedule  
Sunday services are at 9:30am and 11:00am 

Note: One service only, at 10:00am, starting on May 26 through early Sept.  
Join us for coffee after the service. 

May 5:  Beltane  [UU Pagan Group] 
As we look at the origins of Beltane, we see how over the centuries human 
migration and expansionism have brought different peoples together to create 
this modern Pagan holiday. Through the same process we see how our 
American traditions are not of a singular origin, but rather the result of 
diverse cultures coming together to create something new. The Choir will 
perform. 

May 12:  The Roots of Beloved Community  [Rev. Elaine Strawn] 
“Mystery” is the theme this month...maybe that is the root of what holds us 
together. More often, though, it is the intentional conversations, trust, 
uncertainty and belief in human goodness which builds strength amidst 
insecurity and division. The Folk Orchestra will play. 

May 19:  RE Sunday  [Chelsea Churpek and Dawn Frank] 
9:30am - The children have been busy in Religious Education (RE) classes 
this year—learning about Unitarian Universalism and each other. Join us for 
our annual RE Sunday service as they present some of what they’ve learned 
and we appreciate our volunteers. This service is for all-ages—ALL are 
welcome and make our time together more fun! 
11:00am - Annual Meeting, see page 3 for more information. 

Beginning one service at 10:00am on May 26 
May 26:  “I Hope You Dance”  [Cameron Moore and Rev. Elaine Strawn] 

How have you gotten through the toughest times in your life? Hope is the 
strongest thing. Cameron will share the “Rules” which have kept him going - 
with hope and gratitude - through cancer and other life challenges. The Choir 
will perform. 
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Stewardship Pledge Drive 
The UUFWC is sailing ahead . . . 

We spoke, and you listened – THANK YOU!  You showed how deeply important this fellowship to you and 
your family. You showed that you want this place to be here for others and for the larger community, today 
and into the future.  

THANK YOU to the 141 people who pledged financial support for the 2019-20 operating budget.  THANK 
YOU to the 25 people who increased their pledge by $10 or more when we asked in a last minute effort to get 
closer to our goal.  

THANK YOU for all that you do to create and maintain this exceptional community. 

Your Stewardship Crew: Mary Wicks (chair), Danni Schantz, MikelAnne North, Hailee North (youth 
representative), Bonnie Groop, Tony Beery, and Scot Armstrong 

The Minister’s Column 
Mystery, mystery. Life is a riddle and a mystery.  

Mystery plays a large part in many religions. Some think of religion as the field of study which deals almost 
exclusively in “unanswerable questions”; hence the ongoing antagonism between religion and science. And 
yet, mystery is the beginning of a good scientific hypothesis as much as a good detective story! 

Mystery is also the foundation of humility. It is my acknowledgement that I can be profoundly moved by 
something I don’t understand, or haunted by a question whose answer seems to elude me, or simply by the 
paradoxical nature of life. Those are all mysteries which bring me to the finest kind of humility: the one 
which reminds me I don’t know it all-yet. Awe: strangely without borders yet deeply rooted in the oneness of 
things. This experience, often solitary, binds is to one another when we share it with an open ear.  

May the mysteries which arise in your days beguile rather than drown you.  

From the Board President, John Waldman 
Because the pace of activities in our search for Elaine’s replacement will be dramatically increasing in the 
coming weeks, I want to provide a reminder about the search process and an update on where we are with it.

As you probably recall from our earlier communication, the search for an interim minister is different than that 
for a settled minister. UUA guidelines and the tight timelines—just a little over two weeks of turnaround 
between the application deadline for candidates to an offer from the Fellowship—require that a search 
committee, authorized by the Board, handle the entire process of selecting an interim minister and entering 
into an agreement with that person. For that reason, we asked for—and greatly appreciated—your feedback on 
our congregational and committee surveys earlier this winter about the kinds of characteristics that you want 
our interim minister to have. Our team is working to select someone who will be the “best fit” as we bridge 
from our current era to the start of the next settled minister for our congregation. In contrast to the process of 
hiring an interim minister, the selection of a settled minister is longer and more complex. The congregation 
will be more involved, and members will vote on who the next settled minister of the UUFWC will be.

Continued on Page 3
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Annual Meeting - May 19 at 11:00am

The UUFWC’s annual meeting will take place on May 19. At that time, the Fellowship will: 

-get a Steering Committee report on our building project; 
-hear an update from the Ministerial Transition Team on our search for an interim minister; 
-approve the UUFWC budget for next year; 
-vote on Board and Leadership Development Team (LDT) members. 

We also are asking members to vote on two bylaw changes and one resolution, so I want to take this opportunity to 
provide a bit more information on these.  

Bylaw Change #1 
Proposed change to ARTICLE VII. BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND OFFICERS: 
    No one shall be elected to serve consecutive 3 year terms on the Board of Directors.    
    A Director may be elected to serve 2 consecutive three year terms. 

After careful consideration, the Board decided to propose this change for several reasons. First, occasions may 
arise where the leadership and expertise of a current director is required to complete a project. In addition, 
continuity may be needed in situations where the Leadership Development Team, despite its best efforts, has been 
unable to recruit a sufficient number of new members or where current members lack the experience or are unable 
to assume the role of president. If this bylaw change were approved, the Fellowship would still need to elect an 
individual to serve a second, consecutive three-year term, which means that members would continue to exercise 
their prerogative—as well they should—on who serves on the Board. 

Bylaw Change #2 
Proposed change to ARTICLE IX. STANDING COMMITTEES 
   No one shall be chair of a standing committee for more than three four consecutive years 

The Board is proposing this extension of the committee chair term to four years to provide the Fellowship with 
continuity and stability of mission, especially during times of transition. If this bylaw change were approved, it 
would provide committees with greater flexibility, when needed, yet ensure that committees are reinvigorated 
regularly with new chair appointments. 

Resolution 
And finally, the congregation will vote to approve a resolution granting Elaine the title of Minister Emerita, in 
recognition of her long, devoted, and distinguished ministerial leadership of the UUFWC. This title is more than 
just honorary, as it will allow Elaine to attend General Assembly as a voting delegate. And it is a fitting designation 
to commemorate all Elaine has given this organization and each of us over the course of her career. Please join me 
in voting to pass this resolution. 

If you have questions about these proposed bylaw changes or the resolution, please feel free to contact John 
Waldman or any member of the Board. 

From the Board President, John Waldman 
Continued from Page 2
And now the update on where we are with our current interim search: The Ministerial Transition Team will 
start receiving the resumes of those candidates showing an interest in the open position at the UUFWC, 
starting May 1. During the next two weeks, the team will be reviewing applicants' credentials, conducting 
phone interviews, creating a priority list of candidates, and making an offer to the finalist. If no one is hired 
during that two-week period, a second search phase will begin in late May. We will keep the Fellowship 
updated as we proceed.

If you have any questions about the process for selecting an interim minister, please feel free to talk to any 
member of our Ministerial Transition Team: me, Gail Woosley, Denise Bostdorff, or Bonnie Groop.
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Lifespan Religious Education 
This month we wrap up another wonderful year in RE! 
 
RE SUNDAY 
Please join us on May 19th at 9:30am for RE Sunday. The 
children will share what they’ve been up to this year in RE.  
Classes will prepare and rehearse for RE Sunday on May 5th and 
13th--please try to attend these days so your child will be prepared 
for their presentation.     
 
Also on May 19th, the Youth Community will be serving lunch 
prior to the Annual Meeting, which will be held at 11:00am. 
Donations support the Coming of Age programming. Childcare 
will be available for the meeting.  
 
Memorial Day RE Break - On May 26th we will switch to our 
summer service schedule of one service at 10am and will give 
our RE volunteers a much needed respite by taking an RE Break.  
As always, children are welcome in the sanctuary and can find 
busy bags in the library and a play area in the rear of the 
sanctuary.  For our very youngest, childcare will be available in 
the nursery.  Our Summer RE program will begin June 2nd.   
 
A note from the RE Committee Chair, Jo Harper:  

This summer we aim to start addressing Change. We're facing a 
great deal of it here at UUFWC, to say nothing of what we are 
each experiencing in our personal lives, and as global citizens. 
Keep an eye out for specific lifespan offerings in the brochure, 
our calendar, and in your weekly "What's Happening". We look 
forward to striving for truth and meaning with you. If you have 
questions, suggestions, or want to be involved, contact us: 
Committee Members include Pat McDaniel, Kelly Chandler, John 
Waldman, Vera Waldman, Chelsea Churpek, Dawn Frank, Dia Miller, and Jo Harper. 

 
'Life does not call us merely to do over and over again 
what we have already done; 
nor does it call us to act out, as puppets, parts already 
assigned to us. 
No. 
In the midst of a situation which is itself ever changing, 
we are free to bring into realization new relationships of 
understanding and good-will, and new acts of courage.' 
-Frank O. Holmes 
 

Coming up--- 

MAY 
19—RE Sunday—9:30am  
19—Annual Meeting at 11a 
26—RE Break-Childcare 
only—one service 10am 
 
JUNE 
2—Summer Program begins 
10—13 Hogwarts Camp 
16—Youth/Bridging Sunday 
 
JULY 
4—July 4th Picnic and 
Fireworks 
21—Celebration Service-all 
ages 
28—Elaine’s last Sunday 
31—Retirement Reception 
for Elaine 
 
 
 
 

For information about Children’s 
Religious Education please contact 

Chelsea Churpek, Director of 
Religious Education, at 

chelsea.uufwc@gmail.com  For 
information about Adult Religious 

Education please contact RE 
Committee Chair Jo Harper at 
johannahharper@gmail.com 
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Youth Community devoted the month of April to end of 
the year planning, including RE Sunday on May 19 and 
Bridging Sunday on June 16.  On April 21, the youth 
facilitated an Easter egg hunt for our littlest UUs following a 
lovely multigenerational Sunday service. On April 26, the 
youth enjoyed a multigenerational game night at the UUFWC, 
followed by “youth only” game time later in the evening.    

 
 

In RE (Religious Education), the junior high youth continued to explore the OWL (Our Whole Lives) 
curriculum.  The April workshops focused on pornography, sexual decision making, and communicating with 
a sexual partner.  We are proud to offer this comprehensive, lifespan sexuality education curricula.  Our Whole 
Lives helps participants make informed and responsible decisions about their sexual health and behavior. 

 
 

 
 
 

Last OWL Workshop 
Sunday, May 5  z  9:30am to 11:00am  z  Youth Room 

 
OWL Completion Celebration 
Sunday, May 5  z  12:00pm to 1:00pm z  Great Room  
 

Join us as we celebrate the completion of 7-9 OWL!  A short ceremony and 
reception with refreshments will be held to recognize our OWL youth and 
facilitators.  All OWL youth and families are encouraged to attend.  

 
Final Day of RE/OWL 
Sunday, May 12  z  9:30am to 11:00am  z  Youth Room 

 

Join us for one last week of OWL fun.  At this last meeting, we will plan a 
short presentation and activity to share with the congregation on RE Sunday. 
 

 
 

 
Lunch Fundraiser for Coming of Age 

Sunday, May 19  z  11:00am to 12:00pm z  Library 
 
Between the RE Sunday Service and the Annual Meeting, Youth 
Community will offer a sandwich wrap lunch by donation for 
congregants to enjoy.  Your generosity will support our Coming of Age 
programming next year.  Thank you for your support! 

 
 

 
If you would like to learn more about Youth Community, you may reach Dawn Frank,  

Youth Ministry Coordinator, at dawn.uufwc@gmail.com.  Office hours are by appointment. 

 

A Message from (Grades 7-12)



Music News 
The world is full of poetry. The air is living with its spirit;  

and the waves dance to the music of its melodies,  

and sparkle in its brightness. 

James Gates Percival 

Coffeehouse 51 was a great evening of some wonderful talent, good coffee and tasty pastries. Mark your 
calendars for the next coffeehouse: October 19, 2019. 

Feeling so happy that spring has sprung? Come and celebrate at Circle Sing. This month we will meet on a 
different date: Wednesday, May 22 in the EEE room 6:30-7:00pm. No experience needed, just come and 
sing! 

Come and join your voice with us! Choir rehearsal is Wednesdays at 7:00pm. We invite you to come and 
sing with us! If you aren’t sure of your voice, we will help you learn how to be a better singer! 

Folk Orchestra rehearsal is 8:15pm on Wednesdays. Any level of expertise is welcome to come and play! 
Come and make a joyful noise with us! 

Special Music: We want you to share your musical gifts with us! If you would like to perform special music 
during the service, please contact Sharon Delgadillo. Solos, Duets, Groups, welcome! 

Madrigal: Madrigal plans are happening now. If you would like to be involved in this fun and community 
building activity, contact Barb Moore (choir Barb, not folk orchestra) or Jim and Inez Bird. 

Youth Musicians: I am looking for musicians to perform at Multi-Gen services. If you sing or play an 
instrument and want to share your talent, contact Sharon Delgadillo. 
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Road Cleanup 
Our congregation, for nearly 20 years, has done roadside clean-up of the two-mile stretch of OH 3 just north 
of the Wooster city limits, up to the start of Hawk’s Nest golf course. 

This year, our first effort will be on Saturday, May 4. Meet at the Shearer Equipment parking lot, OH 3 at 
Fox Lake Rd, at 8:30am sharp. Wear clothing that can tolerate some wetness and fend off the thorns of the 
wild roses. Ohio Department of Transportation provides bright yellow-orange vests for visibility. Sun 
protection and gloves are also a good idea—there will be some gloves available if you need them.

There’s a core group of us who have done this for years. It’s good to get new folks involved. We’re usually 
done in just over an hour—although sometimes the first effort of the year takes a little longer. 

Please contact Jay Klemme for further information. He will send further communication out in emails. A sign-
up list will be in the fellowship lobby, so that you can be contacted if the weather is iffy.
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Membership News 

Recognition of our Newest Members: 
During the April 28th service we recognized those who have 
signed the Membership Book in 2019 to date. We have 
already shared a little bit about some of these folks in previous 
newsletters. This month we’ll learn more about: 

Sarah Hysmith was born and raised in Wooster. She 
graduated from Wooster High School in 1960 and then went to 
DePauw University where she graduated with majors in 
history, English and psychology. Sarah got married and moved 
to the Cleveland area where she taught geography and English 
at Warrensville Heights. After her first daughter, Samantha 
was born, they moved to Leeds, England, which she 
thoroughly enjoyed. A second daughter, Gillian was born and 
the young family moved to Arlington, Virginia where they 
stayed for 20 years. Sarah said she was a housewife until 

Gillian started kindergarten. At that point 
she became a super mom with full time 
work at The National Training 
Laboratories Institute where she gradually worked her way up to the position of 
Director of Programs. Sarah divorced her first husband, got an MSA, worked at Salle 
Mae, did Risk Analysis for a private firm, and lobbied on the Hill for NAPRR. Sarah 
then sold everything and moved to Eugene, OR to get a MBA in geography. She 
eventually met Gene, her second husband and love of her life, found her vocation as a 
city planner for the City of Springfield and daughters Sam and Gillian also moved to 
Eugene. Eventually she became Planning Director. Sarah and Gene retired and moved to 

Molokai, Hawaii where they created a remodeling business. In 2014 they moved to Wooster and bought a 
1938 house, which they enjoyed remodeling until Gene passed away in 2018. Please welcome one of our 
ambitious new members! 

For New Friends of the UUFWC: Two or three times a year we hold UU Inquiry Sessions which allows 
folks to meet in a group to learn about each other, Unitarian Universalism, how the UUFWC functions and 
how to get involved if desired. The next UU Inquiry Session will be held later this summer. 

Conversations on Ethics 
Beginning the week of May 6, Rev. Strawn will facilitate conversations on Ethics on Monday evenings at 
7:00pm and Wednesday afternoons at 1:00pm. We won’t all agree. And we will all be respectful.  
The focus will be different topic each week:  

1. Choice  
2. Race/Ethnicity 
3. Gender 
4. Spirituality (and other Challenging Words) 

As Unitarian forebearer Francis David said, “we need not think alike to love alike”.



Social Action In Action
PEOPLE TO PEOPLE SUNDAY is MAY 19th. We will be collecting egg noodles. Cash donations are 
always welcome. Make checks payable to People to People and place in the labeled jar on the rear shelves. 
OPEN PLATE COLLECTION on MAY 26th will be given to the Orrville non-church affiliated program 
Friendship Meals, Inc. Every Thursday a nourishing meal, “a compassionate response to community hunger”, 
is served to anyone wishing to “feed the spirit” and “feel good” about living in this area. Friendship Meals 
depends upon support from the Orrville United Way, as well as from businesses, churches and individuals. We 
have donated to this group for many years. 
TRINITY UCC COMMUNITY DECORATING PROJECT: to celebrate 200 years in Wooster Trinity 
UCC is inviting individuals and groups to decorate a chair in the spirit of community inclusion, kindness and 
love to interpret the theme “Welcome, There is a Place for You”. UUFWC committees or individuals can 
participate.  Use your own chair or Trinity will provide one. There is an entry fee of $5.00 per chair with the 
money being used towards a local mission project. Chairs must be completed and dropped off with entry form 
at Trinity by June 3rd. From June to mid July the chairs will be displayed at Wooster’s businesses or gathering 
places for the public to view and enjoy. A “Chair Trail” map will be available at the church for the community 
to use to check out the handiwork and uniqueness of the chairs. Sue Gross has information about the project if 
you are interested in participating or contact Judy Montelione. The Wooster Interfaith Justice Committee, to 
which several UUFWC members belong, is participating. How about you?  
CINCO DE MAYO: Join us on May 4th from 11-2pm for a UUFWC Social Action Committee sponsored 
lunch at Local Roots. Traditional Guatemalan food will be served by Las Amigas and there will be traditional 
crafts and activities including a Piñata at noon! All proceeds will support the Immigrant Worker Project which 
provides legal and translation services as well as pastoral care for Latin American immigrants in our 
surrounding community. This will be a fun and delicious event for all ages and a great opportunity to learn 
about Guatemalan culture and Latin American immigrants in our area.    

All Things Green 
CITIZENS’ CLIMATE LOBBY, a nonprofit, grass roots advocacy organization trying to establish a chapter in 
Wooster, was discussed in the April newsletter. If you are interested in learning more about it, you are invited 
to attend the May 6th meeting of the Wooster Interfaith Justice Committee. John Sabin, the CCL regional 
representative will be speaking to the group at St. James Episcopal Church at 4:00 pm in the St. Nicholas 
fellowship hall (the new structure at the east end of the church). For more information contact Betty Schuler. 
CoCoRaHS: Calling all Weather buffs! Anyone can help it’s simple and easy. If you have an interest in 
weather and would like to help your local community as well as scientists and others interested in 
precipitation, then CoCoRaHS is for you. The Community Collaborative Rain, Hail and Snow Network is 
a non-profit community based network of volunteers who measure and report rain, hail and snow in their 
backyard. Basically, you need a high capacity 4” diameter rain gauge to participate. You create an account 
online or use an app from your phone and then report your precipitation. Reporting should be accurate and 
consistent and for this CoCoRaHS provides training as well as how-to guides for installation of rain gauges. 
Visit www.cocorahs.org to get started, learn more, watch videos or check weather.  
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Sound Meditation  
Starting May 2 at 6:00pm, Steve Power will lead Sound Meditation every Thursday in the Earth Spirits 
room. $10 at the door. Through the use of Tibetan Singing Bowls and Pyramid Crystal Shapes, you will 
experience a deep relaxation unlike anything you have experienced before.  No experience necessary and 
nothing to learn.  All you have to do is relax and listen. 

http://www.cocorahs.org/
http://www.cocorahs.org/


Library News 
Listed below are two book titles new to the Fellowship library: 

AFTER THE GOOD NEWS:  PROGRESSIVE FAITH BEYOND OPTIMISM    By Nancy McDonald Ladd 
230.91 Ladd 2019 

“Progressive faith is at a crossroads. Liberal pulpits ring with grand sermons about the arc that bends toward 
justice and about progress ‘onward and upward forever.’ Meanwhile, the people in the pews struggle to attend 
to the suffering of their souls and the tragic aspects of life. In this engaging polemic using stories and 
metaphors, Ladd issues a call for change. Speaking from a rising generation of clergy and lay leaders who 
formed their commitments to liberal religion at the end of the optimistic modernist age, she shows how the 
religious life is not characterized by endless human advancement but by lurching movement, crisis-
management, and pain. 
     With humor and humanity, Ladd calls religious progressives to greater authenticity and truth-telling rather 
than blind optimism. She charts a course forward that includes reclaiming rituals of atonement and lament, and 
becoming more vulnerable and accountable in our relationships. She shows how, together, we might build a 
necessary and greater resilience among ourselves and for the generations to come.” 
                                                                                    ….Quote from the book’s back cover  

THE ABC’S FOR UU NEWCOMERS:  A BRIEF INTRODUCTION TO UNITARIAN UNIVERSALISM 
By William Cleary    289.132 Clea 2002 

According to the author, “This is an old fashioned book, an Abecedary, designed to carry you lightheartedly 
through the basics of the religion called Unitarian Universalism.” Each alphabet letter is accompanied by a 
rhyming verse (“J is for Justice,/to share all the wealth/Of earthly resources/and safety and health”) – a related 
quote (Martin Luther King, Jr., Mary Oliver, Tagore, etc.) – and then a short discussion of how the topic relates 
to Unitarian Universalism. The book reflects the overall spirit of UUism, touching on many topics such as 
environmentalism, humanism, etc. A light, but entertaining overview. 

Many thanks to Laura Grimm for this donation to our library.   
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Upscale Garage Sale 
The annual Upscale Garage Sale is right around the corner. The garage sale is a fundraising event for the 
UUFWC, all proceeds go to the operating budget. The sale is located at the UUFWC and advertised to the 
Wayne County community. A successful sale begins with items donated by UU friends and members. 
Donations will be accepted Sunday June 16th through Tuesday June 25th. Items accepted: antiques, jewelry, 
electronics, furniture, household items, artwork, books, records, children’s toys. 

Please consider staying after the service Sunday June 23rd to clear out chairs and 
set-up tables in the sanctuary, many hands make light work. More volunteer 
opportunities are available the week of the sale and during the sale. 

Upscale Garage Sale Dates: Friday June 28th 3:00 pm - 7:00 pm 
and Saturday June 29th 9:00 am - 1:00 pm 
*incorrect dates posted in the April newsletter 

For additional information please contact Erin Palmer
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Sunday Evening Book Group 
The Sunday Evening Book Group will meet at the Fellowship on Sunday, May 19 at 7:00pm to discuss 
THE RIGHTEOUS MIND: WHY GOOD PEOPLE ARE DIVIDED BY POLITICS AND RELIGION by 
Jonathan Haidt. Haidt discusses why liberals and conservatives differ so greatly in their understandings of 
right and wrong.  This title (201.615 Haid 2012) is in our Fellowship library. 

A Look at the Year Ahead 
General Assembly 2019 will be in Spokane, WA on June 19-23, 2019. You can still view/listen to 
presentations from GA 2018 from Kansas City, MO at www.uua.org/ga. 

Afternoon Book Group 
The Afternoon Book Group will meet on Thursday, May 9 at 2:00pm at the Fellowship. Everyone is 
welcome. Watch your email and the bulletin board for an announcement of the book choice. 

Humanist Group 
The Humanist Group will meet in the EEE Room at 11:00am on the following dates.

5/5 Update on Global Warming and Climate Change presented by Lowell Steinbrenner
5/12 Joseph Smith and the Origins of the Mormon Church presented by Skip Nault

The 5/12 meeting will be our final meeting for the Spring.  Stay tuned for information about our Summer 
picnic!

Men’s Group 
The Men’s Group meets on the 1st and 3rd Thursdays of the month from 7:00-8:30pm 
            5/2 Anger                                                                                   5/6 Preparedness 
All men are invited to this group to explore what's working in your life and what you would like to change. 
Every meeting stands alone, so newcomers and drop-ins are always welcome. Contact Drew Frantz.

May Birthdays: 
Inez Bird

Bert Bishop
Lloyd Boyer
Josh Frank

George Rusiska
Dan Stavenezer

Mary Wicks

May Anniversaries: 
Laura & Phil Grimm

Sarah Miles & Wayne Perkins
Doris & Kevin Cannon

Karen Skubik & Casey Hoy
Jack & Janice Baxstrom

Women’s Lunch Groups 
•The second Tuesday of the month, 5/14/19 
•The third Monday of the month, 5/20/19 
•Both groups meet at 11:30am at downtown Buehler’s Café for lunch and socializing. Contact Karen Skubik 

http://www.uua.org/ga
http://www.uua.org/ga
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From the LDT: Living Our UU Principles
May is the last month of the regular church year, and the LDT would like to thank all of you for joining us in 
recognizing that our congregation as a congregation of leaders—whether a committee chairperson, a 
committee member, a Board member, a volunteer for programing or event, or simply sitting with us on Sunday 
in faith and fellowship.  

In the spirit of this awareness, we invite you to begin the summer knowing that various on-line leadership 
development articles and other learning opportunities are available on-line offered by the Unitarian 
Universalist Association. The UUA website is a great place to find a variety of these opportunities. The 
www.uua.org website links you to articles and Webinars designed to help you learn about Unitarian Universalism 
by offering a wealth of topics. To help you learn more about leadership development as a Unitarian 
Universalist, click on www.uua.org/leadership . (below, please find additional links to related topics of interest)   

As a summer send off, we paraphrase Rev. Renee Ruchotzke (Congregational Life Consultant in the Central 
East Region. She serves congregations in Northeast Ohio and Western New York) www.uua.org/leadership/blog/
intro-ldts . 

Having healthy, vital and thriving congregations has never been more important to the future of Unitarian 
Universalism. Joining a community of learners and leaders in building the skills, wisdom and cultures that will 
serve our faith and our congregation as LDT continues to move from a singular nominating committee to a 
group who also offers opportunities to learn for all in our Fellowship. 

Below are things Rev. Rucchotzke suggests we consider as we help our congregation's culture include 
leadership development as an ongoing part of faith development: 

•Encourage and help develop leaders who can faithfully serve the mission and vision of the congregation. 
•Seek managers who can keep the congregation running and leaders that will help move your congregation 

forward. 
•Support our leaders as we become good partners with the minister(s) and staff as well as other leaders. 
•Find ways to assess how well the shared ministry is progressing. 
•Work alongside our membership folks, at the earliest stages of belonging. 
•Work together to have a strong sense of shared ministry by working in teams toward this end.  
•Create an expectation of ongoing education and training for all leaders.” 

                                                www.uuinstitute.org         www.uuinstitute.org/course-list 

Thank you!  

UUFWC Leadership Development Team 

Are you excited about Building a Vocal community this July?  
Registration is now open for CERSI - the Central East Region Summer Institute, July 7-13 at Oberlin College, 
OH. Our amazing theme speaker is Dr. Ysaye Barnwell speaking on Building the Vocal Community. 
Workshop options cover a range of topics and the week includes time for sharing, listening, singing, and 
playing. Scholarships are available! Deadline to apply is May 31. Register before May 15th and save $75! 
Learn more at www.cersiuu.org 

http://www.cersiuu.org/
http://www.cersiuu.org/
https://www.uua.org/
https://www.uua.org/leadership
https://www.uua.org/leadership/blog/intro-ldts
https://www.uua.org/leadership/blog/intro-ldts
https://www.uuinstitute.org/
https://www.uuinstitute.org/course-list/
https://www.uua.org/
https://www.uua.org/leadership
https://www.uua.org/leadership/blog/intro-ldts
https://www.uua.org/leadership/blog/intro-ldts
https://www.uuinstitute.org/
https://www.uuinstitute.org/course-list/


Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Wayne County 
3186 Burbank Road 
Wooster, Ohio  44691 

www.uufwc.org 

The Unitarian Universalist Fellowship 
is an inclusive community for spiritual exploration 

dedicated to social and environmental justice. 

The Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Wayne County 
is a member congregation of the Unitarian Universalist Association. 

How to Find Us:  We are located at 3186 Burbank Road, in Wooster, 330-262-9194.  
After Labor Day through Memorial Day we meet on Sundays at 9:30am and 11:00am. 
In the Summer, June through Labor Day, we meet on Sundays at 10:00am. 
Minister:  Rev. V. Elaine Strawn 
Ministerial Intern:  Drew Frantz 
Board of Directors:  John Waldman, president;  David Francis, vice president;  Bonnie Groop, secretary;            

Inez Bird, Kelly Chandler, Rachel Relle, Denise Bostdorff, Peter Schantz, past president. 
Office Administrator:  Anne Wilson 
Director of Religious Education:  Chelsea Churpek 
Youth & Campus Ministries Coordinator:  Dawn Frank 
Membership Coordinator:  Karen Skubik 
Newsletter Editor:  Joann Ribar   The newsletter deadline is the 17th of every month. 
Congregational Group Email:   One email reaches nearly everyone!  There is a delay while messages are 

moderated.  To join the group, email the office. 
Office Hours:   
Rev. Dr. Elaine Strawn:  Tuesday 1:00pm-5:00pm; Wednesday 4:00pm-8:00pm 
Drew Frantz, Ministerial Intern:  Wednesday 10:00am-2:00pm 
Anne Wilson, Office Administrator:  Monday, Wednesday, Friday: 9:00am-2:00pm  
Chelsea Churpek, Director of Religious Exploration:  Sunday 9:00am-12:00pm; Monday 9:00am-1:00pm 
Dawn Frank, Youth & Campus Ministries Coordinator:  By appointment 

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Wayne County

Contact the office to 
receive this newsletter 

via email.  You will get it 
a week earlier and save 
the Fellowship money!
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