
“Won’t You Be My Neighbor?” 

An All Ages Worship Service Celebrating Mr. Rogers 

The Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Wayne County 

March 15, 2020 

the Rev. Jennie Barrington, Interim Minister 

Chelsea Churpek, Director of Religious Education 

Max Stavnezer, Worship Associate 

Sharon Delgadillo, Pianist and Music Director 

Welcome and Announcements     Rev Jennie 

Prelude “It’s a Beautiful Day in the Neighborhood,” by Fred Rogers [Sharon] 

Opening Words by Fred Rogers    Max 

“Whether we're a preschooler or a young teen, a graduating college senior or a 
retired person, we human beings all want to know that we're acceptable, that our 
being alive somehow makes a difference in the lives of others.”  

Chalice Lighting by Fred Rogers    Max  

“You are a very special person. There is only one like you in the whole world. 
There's never been anyone exactly like you before, and there will never be again. 
Only you. And people can like you exactly as you are.”  

*Hymn #118 This Little Light of Mine 

Time for All Ages Part One: The Importance of Kindness Chelsea Churpek 

[Words of Fred Rogers] 

“There are three ways to ultimate success: 
The first way is to be kind. 
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The second way is to be kind. 
The third way is to be kind.”  

Sharing of Joys and Concerns     Rev. Jennie 

Unison Blessing Sanctuary - Scruggs and Thompson  

Spoken Blessing and Moment of Silence     Rev. Jennie 

 Spirit of Life and Greater Love, 

 On this Sunday morning, in our little corner of Ohio, and of our nation, and 
of the world, we are disappointed, and sad, in some ways angry, even--  we feel 
frustrated and sorrowful, anxious and afraid. A virus which has been sweeping 
through our lives so rapidly has left us concerned for ourselves and our loved 
ones, concerned for neighbors and strangers alike. Yet in many ways, also, we are 
deeply grateful--  grateful for the times and ways that the news we have been told 
of cancelations or postponements is not news that is far more grave--  grateful for 
the abundance we do still have around us, and grateful for the many ways we can 
still connect with others, even when that is more remotely than we’d like. 

 In times such as these, who better for us to turn to than Mr. Fred Rogers--  

who had a strong and clear recollection of what it is like to be a child, and how 
vulnerable and scary and confusion that can be. His message was that children 
need to have space to talk about their feelings, and children need help in learning 
how to work through their feelings. Don’t we all? Fred Rogers wanted children to 
know that “feelings are mentionable and manageable.” He helped people of all 
ages talk about feelings of anger, frustration, disappointment, grief, and fear. 
There are ways that, with help, every person can grow, or develop, in their social 
and emotional skills. For all of us to give time and attention to that growth and 
development leads to individuals who feel more at peace with themselves and 
with the events of life, and to a more peaceful world. We need Mr. Rogers’ 
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message today, as much and even more so, than when his program began, back 
when many of us were little children. 

 And so let us treat one another’s tender feelings with extra care and TLC 
during this health crisis. And let us remember that it will come to an end. And we 
will need one another’s compassion on that new morning, too. 

 This morning we are thinking with loving kindness of all those in our 
congregation, or known and loved by our congregation, who are in a time of 
transition, loss, uncertainty, or fear. May their fears be assuaged, their minds be 
put at ease, and their hearts be comforted. We are mindful of all the Joys, 
Concerns, Milestones, and Remembrances which remain silent in our hearts. Let 
us join our hearts together in a moment of silence in contemplation on the joys 
and concerns of the day. Blessed be. 

Offering          Max 

Offertory It’s You I Like, by Fred Rogers    Sharon Delgadillo  

Time for All Ages Part Two: Learning from Others’ Wisdom   Chelsea 

“It's good to be curious about many things.”  

and 

“Listening is where love begins: listening to ourselves and then to our neighbors.”  

Readings Quotes by Fred Rogers     Max 

“The greatest gift you ever give is your honest self.”  

And  

“Anyone who does anything to help a child in his life is a hero to me.”  

And 

“When I was a boy and I would see scary things in the news, my mother would 
say to me, ‘Look for the helpers. You will always find people who are helping.’”  

And 
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“Real strength has to do with helping others.”  

Homily The Legacy of Mr. Rogers      Rev. Jennie 

 So here we are, together with one another, electronically. That’s something 
that I feel so amazed and grateful about. I am very grateful for all the people who 
are more tech savvy than I am who have made this “virtual” service possible this 
morning. There is some sadness and disappointment that we are not able to be 
together in person today, as a whole congregation. Yet I am also proud and 
impressed at how well you are rising to the occasion for this worship service, and 
for any worship services in the future when we will stretch our knowledge of 
technology, and our imaginations, in order to keep and strengthen the caring 
connections between us, and our wider community. So thank you for joining us for 
our All Ages Service which is a celebration of Mr. Fred Rogers! 

 Chelsea Churpek, our Director of Religious Education, and I, first began 
planning for this “Mr. Rogers” worship service many weeks ago. What we could 
not have envisioned back then was that, for this particular Sunday, a service about 
Mr. Rogers would be a uniquely fitting choice--  because Fred Rogers’ call to 
ministry was to form and strengthen caring connections between people 
specifically through the electronic means of television. 

 Fred Rogers was a minister, ordained through the Presbyterian Church. But 
he did not feel any need to tell other people that. He was also an accomplished 
musician [he wrote all of the music for his shows] and an expert in Child 
Development. When he was ordained, television was brand new. Most of the 
television shows for children were not intelligent, and featured people fighting, 
poking each other, and throwing pies at each other. Fred Rogers hated that. But 
he knew that television was here to stay. So he told his denomination that he 
wanted to use children’s television programming to be caring and helpful to 
children and their families. And they recognized and authorized that that was his 
special ministry. He said, “When I was ordained, it was for a special ministry, that 
of serving children and families through television. I consider that what I do 
through ‘Mister Rogers’ Neighborhood’ is my ministry. A ministry doesn’t have to 
be only through a church, or even through an ordination. And I think we all can 
minister to others in this world by being compassionate and caring. I hope you 
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will feel good enough about yourselves that you will want to minister to others, 
and that you will find your own unique ways to do that.”  

This tells us something really important. Of course I would love it if all of us, 
after the service today, would proudly tell people that we are Unitarian 
Universalists, and encourage them to get involved with the fun and educational 
things that our Fellowship does. But Mr. Rogers would say that that’s not the first 
and most important thing in ministry. The most important thing is how we treat 
others. And we should treat others like a good neighbor, and notice the ways that 
they are special and are making the world a better place. Talking about our 
Fellowship and our denomination can come later. What should come first is to give 
people respect and love. 

We all know that Mr. Rogers made time at the end of each of his shows to 
say that we were each special just the way we are. He wanted us to both know 
that for ourselves, deep inside, and also to treat others as special, no matter what 
they look like on the outside. Some people later criticized him as though he was 
teaching children to feel entitled. But that isn’t what he meant. What he meant 
was that a person does not have to do anything sensational in order to be loved. 
Fred Rogers believed that we are all worthy of being loved, and worthy of being 
liked, without our having to do anything sensational. That is a message that our 
world today still needs. Too many people think that they need to become famous, 
or rich, or make a video that goes viral, or get a whole bunch of “likes” on 
Facebook, in order to be a worthy person. Fred Rogers truly believed that every 
person is special just the way they are. So much trouble, conflict, pain, and 
sorrow could be prevented if more people heard Fred Rogers’ message and really 
took it to heart. 

When I was a little girl, I saw Mr. Rogers in person and talked to him. I was 
six, and my brother David was eight. A woman who worked at WGBH in Boston 
loved Mr. Rogers’ show and wanted to WGBH to have a Mr. Rogers Day, so 
children could meet him and ask him questions. The people who worked with her 
didn’t think very many people would feel like Mr. Rogers was any big deal, but 
they said okay. Going to see Mr. Rogers in person was my brother’s idea. He 
convinced my mother and me, and my friend Debbie Rice and her mother came, 
too. We didn’t think there would be that many people, but we arrived early just in 
case. The line to see Mr. Rogers stretched all around several blocks! The reason 
we had to wait in line so long was because the room could only hold a certain 
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amount of people. The children got to sit up front; their parents were in the back. 
They made sure that every child who wanted to ask him a question got the 
chance to. The question I asked Mr. Rogers was: who does the voices of King 
Friday the Thirteenth and the other puppets. Mr. Rogers took me and my question 
very seriously. What I remember is that he did not try to pretend to us that the 
puppets were really alive. He encouraged us, and all children, to ask questions 
and be curious and keep learning new things. 

  

I talked with my mother about that outing to see Mr. Rogers when I was six 
years old. Fred Rogers’ show had a deep influence on her, too. She remembered 
the musicians he invited onto his show, including opera singers, and Wynton 
Marsalis and his brother. And she said that the famous poet and author, May 
Sarton, was a guest and read her poems out loud. She also said that in one of his 
shows, Mr. Rogers went to a Crayola Crayons factory, so we could see how the 
crayons were made and put into their boxes! And what many adults today still 
remember that Mr. Rogers did was sharing his wading pool with Francois 
Clemmons. As Fred Rogers was white and Francois Clemmons was black, and 
conflict was high in our nation about desegregated schools and segregated public 
swimming pools, the image of their feet together in the little child’s pool made for 
a bold and brave statement of how our nation should be.  What my mother and I 
still recall most deeply is that Mr. Rogers just wasn’t fake at all. He was genuinely 
caring. In an interview with CNN he said, “The whole idea is to look at the 
television camera and present as much love as you possibly could to a person who 
might feel that he or she needs it.” And I would add that, now that I have 
watched “Daniel Tiger’s Neighborhood,” I feel that Daniel Tiger is still conveying 
that caring and loving presence to viewers, too. 

  

For someone who believed that no one has to do anything sensational to be 
loved and liked, Fred Rogers achieved sensational things and became a sensation. 
His programming won every possible prize for quality television, and he wrote 
books for children to learn to process their feelings and for parents about 
parenting. He also made record albums, and I owed one. And over the years, he 
was often in the media being asked to advise and reassure people of all ages in 
the wake of national tragedies. He has comforted us with his wisdom and 
presence when we have felt grieved and at a loss. 

We cannot know what Fred Rogers would say to us about this health crisis 
that we are in the midst of. He passed away in 2003. But I imagine he would help 
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us not to feel so overwhelmed by the big problems that we forget the power we 
have to heal problems that are smaller, and close at hand. We all have the power 
to lend kindness to the people we meet each day. Fred Rogers believed that that 
kindness really does change the world.  

And so in closing, I want to share with you this idea from one of our most 
ubiquitous leaders in the Fellowship, Justine Sherwood. A couple days ago, she 
asked some of us if we could set up a very caring way for us all to stay in caring 
connection with each other, on Sundays when we aren’t together in person. She 
suggested that all members and friends could be given a few names of other 
members and friends to call to have conversations of reassuring check-ins. Justine 
wrote: “A person doesn’t need to know the individual well to be able to share a 
‘How are you?’ ‘What’s on your mind?’ or ‘Do you have what you need?’ or to 
share an inspirational quote or reading with one another.” Even though it was only 
a couple days ago that Justine shared her idea, already the staff, and I, and the 
Leadership Development Team, and the Membership Committee, and our 
President, David Francis, have been very affirming that we could make this work. 
It is exactly the sort of thing we should do to keep our congregation connected 
cohesively and caringly during these anxious times. Thank you so much, Justine! 

I’ll close this morning with these words of Fred Rogers: 

“Imagine what our real neighbors would be like if each of us offered, as a matter 
of course, just one kind word to another person. There have been so many stories 
about the lack of courtesy, the impatience of today’s world, road rage and even 
restaurant rage. Sometimes, all it takes is one kind word to nourish another 
person. Think of the ripple effect that can be created when we nourish someone. 
One kind empathetic word has a wonderful way of turning into many.” [Let us 
sing.] 

*Hymn #1053 How Could Anyone Ever Tell You 

Parting Words by Fred Rogers     Rev. Jennie 
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“I believe that at the center of the universe there dwells a loving spirit who longs 
for all that’s best in all of creation, a spirit who knows the great potential of each 
planet as well as each person, and little by little [that loving spirit] will love us into 
being more than we ever dreamed possible. That loving spirit would rather die 
than give up on any one of us.” 

Extinguishing the Chalice 

Postlude It’s Such a Good Feeling, by Fred Rogers  Sharon Delgadillo  
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