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As we saw in March, the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic is a constantly
changing situation around the globe. We made many changes to our worship and
meeting schedules as a result. For the foreseeable future, we will host one
worship service, online, at 10:00 a.m. Each week a link to the service will be
emailed on Friday, and will be available on the website. If you miss the 10:00 a.m.
live service, a link to the recorded service will be emailed on Sunday afternoon for
viewing at any time.

UU News

Local, state, and federal government reaction to the pandemic is ongoing.
Information in this newsletter is current as of March 24. Any schedule changes or
UUFWC policy changes that occur after the printing of this newsletter will be
communicated through our existing communication channels. Please see the
Communications section on Page 10 for a description of these channels, and make
sure you are signed up to receive the most accurate information.

April Service Schedule
Sunday services are at 10:00am online
The Theme for April is “God, or The Divine”

April 5: Some UU Views of God [Rev. Jennie Barrington]
Recently, Rev. Jennie took BeliefNet’s “Belief-O-Matic” Quiz. Tune in this
morning to hear if BeliefNet concludes that Rev. Jennie is a UU or not. The
service will also explore several UU views of Human Nature, good and evil,
and the afterlife.
April 12: Easter Sunday [Rev. Jennie Barrington]
In the week leading up to Easter Sunday, lots of people around us will be
talking about Jesus and resurrection. This service will explore some Unitarian
Universalist beliefs about Easter.
April 19: Returning to Our Unitarian Roots [Gail Woosley, CLM]
We will be looking at what the meaning of the word “God” means to many
people of varying Faiths.
April 26: To This I Give my Heart [The Coming of Age Class]
Please join us for this special worship service which is the culmination of the
Coming of Age class’s programming and exploration of their beliefs, values,
and philosophy of life.
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Minister’s Meditation from Rev. Jennie Barrington
“When all the ordinary divides and patterns are shattered, people step up to become their

brother’s keeper. And that purposefulness and connectedness bring joy even amidst death,
chaos, fear, and loss.”
Rebecca Solnit
For several weeks, I have been wanting to write to you how thoroughly enjoyable Cocoa House was. At
Cocoa House, I saw and felt everybody supporting everybody. And that’s what our Fellowship is like, at its
best. Cocoa House was adults supporting our youth; it was families without young children supporting
parents and caretakers; it was the Youth Community supporting our littlest ones as they sang, played a
musical instrument, told a joke, or performed a magic trick; it was the Youth Community supporting our
littlest ones in the way that our current Youth Community was supported, only a few years ago, by young
people who are now adults, out supporting others in the wider community. Our Youth M.C.s were better than
many adult M.C.s. Max Stavnezer presented us with a four-part comedy and magic routine that was better
than anything I could write. There were parents, grandparents, and little ones performing together. There were
youth and adults behind the scenes making everything flow smoothly and on schedule. And to see Steve Berg
as the auctioneer was a revelation! I had not known he could do that (I certainly am not able to do that). He
enjoyed himself so much that we all enjoyed ourselves, too. The entire evening was delightful for me. I even
won a uniquely special quilt, hand-made by Carol Noel, that commemorates this year’s Youth Community
and their Cocoa House. There we all were together, in our sweet building, most of us squished into Strawn
Hall, companionably making merry together.
And yet here we are now, suddenly in such emotional and challenging times. The Coronavirus has changed
how we interact with each other; it has changed how we “do church.” First and foremost, I acknowledge your
grief for things that have been cancelled, for opportunities lost, and your sadness and uncertainty about things
that have been postponed, that we will have to wait to see when or if they can happen. None of those things
are incidental if they are important to you. I and our members and staff are here to talk through these myriad
of feelings. Talking about them does help anyone process the changes and losses in this time of crisis in our
nation and the world. And what has also changed is that most of how we “do church” and connect with each
other is electronically now, and therefore more remote. Your staff, board, other leaders, and members and
friends have really stepped up so that our work, worship, and caring for one another will not miss a beat. I am
so proud of them and grateful for their work and expertise.
And the most important thing I have to say at this time is that communication that is not face to face is far
more challenging and is distinctly different. Through Zoom worship and conference calls and on line
Religious Education, we are missing facial expressions, body language, and non-verbal communication. So in
this time of “doing church” electronically, I urge us all to take extra care around all of our communicating
and interacting with each other. Just because we write and send a message, and just because we say
something in a Zoom call, that does not mean that what we tried to communicate was received, heard,
understood, and processed. We will all have to do extra double-checking to ensure that what we are trying to
communicate has gotten across to others. A lot of this will take practice over time. We will get better at it as
we go. And there will be a “morning after” this Coronavirus outbreak. And we will need each other’s
compassion, and merriment, on that new morning, too. In the meantime, please keep holding in your minds
and hearts the wonderful times of fellowship we have shared together - Water Communion, Blessing of the
Animals, updates about the expansion of our building, Christmas Eve, starting up our Search Process, and the
charming music of our accompanists, special musicians, choirs, Folk Orchestra, Ukulele Group, and song
leaders-- all under the same roof. I cannot even tell you how soulfully I am awaiting those days when we can
be all together again, in our uniquely sweet and slightly too squishy church home.
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Sunday Services
Sunday Services will be online at 10:00 a.m. for the foreseeable future.
The link to join the service will be shared in the Friday email, and on the website. Connecting to the service
is basically clicking the a link at the right time. There is a more complete description of how to log in posted
on the website.
Later, on Sunday afternoon, we will email a second link to the stored recording of that morning’s service,
which you can watch at any time.
We learn and improve every week. The next improvement will be a virtual coffee hour. You will have a
chance to talk to each other and checkin. Please be aware at that point, we can see you. The details will be
distributed later.
If you are not receiving our email communications please let us know. We send an email on Friday at noon
with the subject line “What is happening at the UUFWC”. Additional messages from the staff and members
come through the Google group, with a subject line that begins with “[UUFWC]”.
Staying connected now is more important than ever.

Building Closure
In response to Governor DeWine’s “Stay At Home Order”, as of March 23, our building is closed to the
public.

Office Hours Have Gone “Virtual”
Our staff is working from home when possible. Please be flexible about possible limits and constraints on
staff’s ability to be in their offices during this time of the Coronavirus. Contact staff via email to set up a
phone call, or ZOOM meeting. In person meetings will be very limited. The “virtual” office hours listed
below are times when the staff is likely to be available by email for a quick response. If you email outside
these hours, staff will get back to you during their next work session.
Interim Minister: Rev. Jennie Barrington
Tuesday and Wednesday from 11:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m., Thursday from 11:00 a.m.-1:30 p.m.
Office Administrator: Anne Wilson
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday from 10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.
Director of Religious Education: Chelsea Churpek
Youth Ministries Coordinator: Jessica Eikleberry
Membership Coordinator: Karen Skubik

Monthly Meetings
All face-to-face Monthly Meetings at UUFWC have been cancelled.
Committee chairs and meeting leaders are encouraged to contact Anne, Karen, Chelsea or David for
instructions on setting up a virtual meeting through ZOOM. To see if your meeting has been switched to an
online meeting, please go to uufwc.org/calendar/ and click on your meeting to see the ZOOM link.
Please see Page 6 for information on how RE classes are being held online. Please see Page 7 for virtual
Youth Group meetings.
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From the Board President, David Francis
From the Board
Too much has changed since I last wrote a column from the board. We are at the beginning of what will be a
long struggle, and we will need each other to get through this crisis. In these times of tumult, we are all called
to work together. As heard on NPR, this is a Marathon and not a sprint. Working together we will not just get
through this, working together will strengthen our community. Personally, I won't be satisfied until I hear
Helen leading hymns again, the choir sing for us, and the folk orchestra play for us.
There is a lot to share, and rather than write a cohesive column I have organized this piece into sections with
sub-titles, so you can pick and choose.
Building status and COVID-19 mitigation plan
The governor has issued a "stay at home order”. The governor's order is designed to get us to take more
seriously the social distancing recommendations. Previous to this order our staff had drafted a COVID-19
mitigation plan for the Fellowship. Our building will be closed to the public, and staff will shift working
hours such that there is no overlap in the building. Rev. Jennie’s office hours will be by appointment, and by
ZOOM in most cases. We are asking our cleaning service to shift focus and follow CDC guidelines for
cleaning that include disinfecting high touch surfaces. We have plans in place to handle mail and daily tasks
as needed. The Governor’s “stay at home” order permits exceptions for religious organizations. However, all
but the smallest of gatherings are prohibited by the order. With these restrictions in place, we are working
hard to facilitate UUFWC function as a congregation.
Function of the UUFWC
The board and staff met via ZOOM after our first “virtual service”. An important point of that meeting was to
check in with staff and learn of their plans to promote basic function. You will read about some of those plans
in other places in this newsletter. The board also assured our staff that we very much need them during this
time and are committed to them. They are putting in extra hours to support our function, and we appreciate
their commitment to us.
I will briefly note some outcomes of that meeting. The Leadership Development Team (LDT), Membership
and Pastoral care are coordinating telephone trees to keep us connected. They are looking for volunteers.
Kelly Chandler is coordinating a list of charitable needs in the community which we will publicize via
Facebook. Jay Klemme has already reached out with some of those needs (see Page 11). Chelsea and Jessica,
our RE and Youth coordinators, have reached out directly to parents and their young charges.
We communicated earlier that our virtual services would continue into April. At this point is seems likely that
this new status will continue beyond that point. Projections are that we have 6-8 weeks before restrictions on
gatherings are relaxed. Even after that point it is likely that we will see waves of relaxation followed again by
tighter restrictions. We will continue to learn how to function and improve our function during the weeks and
months ahead.
Continued on Page 5
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From the Board President, David Francis (Continued)
Function of the UUFWC (Continued from Page 4)
With the building unavailable we are increasing our efforts to make video gatherings possible. Rather than
simply offering a ZOOM option for meetings, we are now actively discouraging face-to-face meetings. Anne
Wilson, Chelsea Churpek, Karen Skubik, and I can all help you set up a “ZOOM meeting” for your
committee or virtual social event. We also have a list of people willing to provide “Geek Squad”, technical
expertise. For our committees, there are “best practices” for ZOOM meetings, which include reminding
people to mute and un-mute, to take turns, and to use the chat box and hand raising functions. These
guidelines follow closely the basic classroom covenants that our youth create for their RE classes. For those
of you that remain skeptical about virtual tools to maintain community, I’ll share that my sister used her
account so that we could connect for a virtual meal that linked family members between Wooster, OH;
Columbus, OH; Houston, TX; Billings, MT; Napa, CA; Healdsburg, CA; and Cali, Columbia. The event was
cathartic for us.
I will be available to friends and members for video conferencing if you want to share your joys or concerns.
My contact information is in the directory.
Status of the expansion
The expansion committee has continued to work during this crisis. There are two important points about this
continued work that I want to make. First, the capital campaign money that has come to the fellowship is safe,
residing in an interest-bearing account and not invested in the stock market. Second, we are not committed to
large outlays on the project until much closer to putting shovels in the ground. The board will work from
recommendations of the expansion committee and finance committee and present a plan to the congregation
at our annual meeting.
Nominations for search committee
On March 8, Rev. Joan Van Becelaere, our transitions coach, used the Muppet song “Movin' right along” to
create a thematic connection to our search for a settled minister. The opening lines “Movin' right along in
search of good times and good news, with good friends you can't lose” are important for us to keep in mind.
The board has launched the nomination process so that each of you can nominate three members and friends
to serve on the search committee. You will receive a nomination form by mail and there is also an on-line
option to make your recommendation at form.jotform.com/200106290269044. The snail mail letter and the
on-line form have a description of the characteristics of search committee members. You may nominate 3
people, including yourself. The board will accept nominations online until 11:59pm on April 5th or mailed in
forms that are postmarked by April 4.
A reminder: do the five
Please practice self-care. If you are concerned about keeping safe, the CDC offers guidelines for cleaning
[www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prepare/cleaning-disinfection.html].
Google distills best practices to “Do the five”: 1) Hands, wash them often; 2) Elbow, cough into it; 3) Face,
don’t touch it; 4) Space, keep a safe distance; 5) Home, stay if you can.
A word of thanks
I am grateful to each of you and our staff. I derive comfort and strength from our fellowship.
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Lifespan Religious Education
A former colleague recently said to me that “DRE work is so
rewarding, but all consuming.” This resonated with me. I have
loved working hard for this program and community, but it has
grown increasingly difficult to manage my time needed both at
work and at home. A few weeks back I let our Board know of
my plan to step out of the DRE position at the end of my
contract this year. In light of our current national crisis, I
hesitated to share this information widely, but want to ensure
the RE Committee has ample time to hire a new, fabulous
person to coordinate the RE program as soon as possible.

Coming up--In-person RE events are cancelled
for the month of April. We hope
to see your children and youth
online during Wednesday 10am
RE Cocoa Hours or Youth Virtual
Hangouts on Fridays at 7pm. And
in the meantime, Jess and Chelsea
are working on something fun for
Easter!

It has been an honor to serve in this role and I am proud of all
that has been accomplished in RE over the past 5 years. I’m
especially proud of the multigenerational services and events
we have held together. This congregation is so wonderfully
supportive and that has helped the RE program to thrive and experience growth. With their
continued support, our solid youth leadership, and the upcoming building expansion, I see only
marvelous things ahead for UUFWC RE!

I will still be acting as DRE into the summer and my main priority at this time is to ensure our
children and youth have opportunities for connection with their UUFWC friends and a chance
for religious exploration at home. We all need spirits lifted and ideas to focus on beyond our day
to day challenges in this difficult time.
Each week on Wednesdays at 10am we will have RE Cocoa Hour. This will be a time for
children/youth PreK and up to join a Zoom meeting with their friends from RE. We will loosely
follow an RE class routine of lighting a chalice, sharing time, a story, and each week I will
provide a "mission" for children to work on at home. Then, the following week we will have a
show and tell where those who wish may share how their mission went and what they were able
to make/do! Parents may help their child log onto the Zoom meeting by following this
link: https://zoom.us/j/645048046
zoom.us/j/5849760531
******************************************************************************
Adult RE Updates
For information about Children’s Religious Education
Hello dear friends! As we walk through these
please contact Chelsea Churpek, Director of Religious
interesting times, keep an eye out for
Education, at chelsea.uufwc@gmail.com For
opportunities for remote ways to connect. If
information on Adult Religious Education please contact
you have questions or concerns or tech
RE Committee Chair Jo Harper at
troubleshooting, please feel free to reach out
johannahharper@gmail.com
to Jo at johannahharper@gmail.com - our
safety is important, and so are our
connections. Please also contact me if you
have recommendations for a DRE, or opinions about what you’d like to see in a new DRE.
Socially distant warmth to all of you.
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A Message from Youth Community
What a difference a month can make. At the end of February, we were preparing
for Cocoa House and a different kind of “lock in”…

See all the pics from an amazing night at https://photos.app.goo.gl/3W7hSuy3cL6mpQhv5.
Thank you Kristin Keating for documenting and sharing and for everyone for supporting our Youth!

At the end of March, we are gathering online.
*Youth Community with “gather” for a Virtual Hang
Out via Zoom each Friday at 7pm.
*Eleanor set up @UUFWCyouth TikTok for Youth
Community Members to share (UU appropriate)
videos. Follow to see what Youth are up to! (Youth
can contact Jessica or Eleanor for log in info.)

Coming of Age: Murray Grove will host an Online Coming of Age Credo
Writing Retreat 3/27 from 7-8:30pm & 3/28 from 1-2:30pm. All CoA Youth are
encouraged to participate (even if you weren’t planning on going on the physical
trip). Read more & register at https://mailchi.mp/471947eba406/uufwc-youth-community-news3119237
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A Message from the Stewardship Committee
Becoming a butterfly requires progression of each stage of development. With received pledges to this year’s
Stewardship Campaign we are on our way, but need your help to reach the last stage of Becoming.... And
maintaining the butterfly that is our beloved fellowship. Pledge forms can be found at www.uufwc.org.

The Stewardship Team – Danni Schantz-chair, Scot Armstrong, Gene Barnes, Rev. Jennie Barrington, Tony
Beery, Bonnie Groop, and Mary Wicks

Building Expansion
Good day, all! The Building Expansion Committee is currently a duck – we’re gliding along on the surface,
and paddling wildly underwater. We’re meeting regularly internally, with the Construction Manager, the
architect, and many other parties as we gather information, review budgets, and identify options.
As we proceed with our meetings, we’re keeping the feedback from the bean counting exercise, suggestion
notes and your emails forefront in our minds. Your priorities are what drive our decisions. Our preliminary
cost estimates suggest that we’re comfortably within projected costs for our initial estimate, and we may be
able to include some of the most-requested elements like an expanded entry and another RE classroom.
Thank you for being generous in literally building the future of this congregation.
The annual meeting is May 31, 2020, and we will have a lot that we’re excited to share with you! If you have
any questions or feedback in the interim, please email or talk with a member of the Building Expansion
Committee. We want to hear from you.

Contributing While Services Are Online
We need you more than ever. There have always been a variety of ways that you can contribute to the
financial health of the Fellowship. We appreciate those of you that contribute automatically every month.
If your preferred method has been to put a cash or check in the offering plate on Sunday morning, please
consider mailing in your contributions during this time: UU Fellowship, 3186 Burbank Road, Wooster OH
44691. If you want to drop a check off at the Fellowship and the building is locked, you can slide a check [in
an envelope] between the front doors.
To contribute electronically: www.uufwc.org/support/donate-now/
In a normal year, there are 52 times that we meet and pass the basket. It is likely that we will have
significantly fewer opportunities this year.

Music News
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In these times, we need music most of all. Play your favorite songs, sing in the shower, and
sing with the radio. There is joy to be found in the language of music!
Choir, Folk Orchestra and Circle Sing will be postponed until we are ready to reopen for the Fellowship
for groups.
Youth Choir rehearsals will be done digitally.
If you are scheduled for special music and wish to perform in the virtual service, please contact me!
Questions? Contact Sharon Delgadillo.

Message from the Leadership Development Team
The LDT has two announcements to share. First, and most important, is the announcement of the slate of
candidates for both the Board of Directors and the LDT vacancies. The members of the congregation will be
voting on these names at the UUFWC Annual Meeting in May.The following people have generously and
graciously accepted the nominations for these openings:
Board of Directors
Leadership Development Team
James Griffith, Jr.
Stacy Klemme
Merry Gentry
Vera Waldman
Janice Baxtrom
We on the LDT are very grateful for the willingness of these members to volunteer to serve the Fellowship in
these roles!
Second, the Leadership Development Team was hoping to sponsor a "Committee Fair" of sorts in April.
Because of the current crisis that is COVID-19, those plans have changed. We will be working on a way to
share the various committees and what they do in another way if the social distancing status we are in now
continues through the end of the church year. We will keep you posted! In the meantime, for an overview of
some of the committees, the UUFWC website at uufwc.org has some information. Drop down the "Menu" and
click "About Us" and then "How We're Organized" for a brief summary. More details will be in the May
Newsletter.
To all of you from the LDT, be well in spirit and health as we travel through a difficult, lonely, historic time.
We are not alone. There is comfort in knowing we, staying in isolation as much as possible, are doing what we
need to do to keep each other safe and well. Thank you!

From the Racial Justice Team
Please go to uufwc.org/calendar/ and click on the meeting to see the ZOOM link.
Monthly conversation: Understanding Race. The Racial Justice team will host a discussion on the fourth
Sunday of each month, from 11:00 a.m. until 12:00 p.m. Our next meeting is Sunday, April 26.
This month’s meeting focuses on the grief we feel about the institutionalization of racism, and our personal
and collective grief. The session will be led by Justine Sherwood.
Grief and loss are tough to talk about—and it’s no different when it comes to the losses you experience
because of racism. We have experienced so much violence and hatred that it diminishes our well-being and
weakens our faith in mankind.
Come join us in conversation.
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Membership News
NEW MEMBERS
We recently had two friends of the fellowship shift to the membership category: Inell Keller and Jenny
Grimsley. We hope to add their bios and photos to next month’s newsletter, but in the meanwhile, please
welcome them!
Anyone else interested in becoming a member and accepting the responsibilities it includes like the ability to
vote at our congregational meetings, please contact Rev. Jennie or Karen Skubik, our Membership
Professional. Annual meeting and other events calling for congregational votes on ministerial search
committee members, new building expansion approval and election of new Board members are coming up.
You need to be a member for at least 30 days before casting your vote.

COMMUNICATION
During this time of social distancing and quarantine, it is important to review our modes of communication.
How do you get most of your information about new or changing events at the UUFWC? Please let Karen
Skubik or Anne Wilson know if you’d like to be added to any of the following means of
communication:
• Monthly Newsletter – Receive through your email, up to 2 weeks sooner than snail mail version
• Friday Email – Upcoming week’s events and important messages
• Google group list serve – Moderated (screened before release) email to anyone signed up within our
congregation for most up to date notices.
• Facebook – Includes announcements and usually has photos of services and other activities.
• Other? – Let us know if you have additional ideas for communication!

COVID-19 ADDITIONAL COMMUNICATION
• We have volunteers from the Leadership Development Team, the Pastoral Care Committee and the
Membership Committee already reaching out and calling our friends and members who live alone
to check in on them regularly. Thank you!
• You many have also seen an email from Justine Sherwood asking for volunteers to call additional
friends and members of our congregation so that we can all remain connected in the weeks (or
months?) to come. The deadline to sign up to volunteer to contact others was March 26, but you can
still contact Justine or Karen Skubik if you have any questions or want to get involved.

CANCELLED: UU INQUIRY
Originally scheduled for March, our spring UU Inquiry was been cancelled to avoid holding an in-person
meeting. For those new to the fellowship, who are interested in learning more about our congregation (how
we are structured, how we function, how to get involved, etc.) and don’t want to wait until our summer UU
Inquiry, please contact Karen. She can schedule a Zoom meeting or simply call you.

Stay safe everyone, but stay connected.

Community Social Action Needs by Jay Klemme
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The UUFWC does not initiate de novo social action programs within our Wooster/Wayne County community.
But, we encourage members to become involved in already existing programs. Kelly Chandler, Board
Member, is coordinating a list of needs in the community. She has asked that I update our fellowship on
programs in which I actively volunteer that are affected by COVID-19. For more information on the
opportunities to help listed below, contact me.
1. Trinity United Church of Christ’s (Wooster) Breakfast Program: This is the sole breakfast-serving
program in Wooster, serving typically about 55-80 folks, Monday-Friday. Up through 3/20, this has been an
indoor full-service buffet serving hot and cold breakfast items. COVID-19 is forcing abrupt major changes,
Meals will become “grab-and-go” nutritious sack meals. Breakfasts will be available to clients 8:30-9:30,
Monday-Friday.
Opportunities to help
• Warm up or otherwise prep the breakfast items and carry them from the kitchen to the front sidewalk.
• Prior preparation of breakfast entrees. The menu list is “to be determined” but could include breakfast
sandwiches or baked energy bars.
• URGENT, right now, if anyone has spare significant freezer capacity: Trinity may be able to accept a
sizable donation of already produced ready-to-thaw-and-serve meal entrees.
2. People-to-People Ministries (adjacent to First Presbyterian, Wooster): Food bank and donated clothing
sorting/distribution to folks from our community with need. This group is in flux, and is working hard to adjust
to COVID-19.
Opportunities to help
• Assembling food-bags and assisting clients in getting clothing/other household items for clients
• Sorting donated food and clothing
3. Viola Startzman Clinic (qualified rural healthcare medical and dental clinic) at 1874 Cleveland Rd.
• The volunteer cleaning/janitorial crew historically has been retired people. The work at the clinic is
safe—we’ve been doing sign-in temperature checking for a while—but the hope is to transition to
younger folks to "keep elderly folks off the streets.”
• Other medical service, support nursing, receptionist services, clerical, and accounting all are potential
avenues for volunteer service.
4. Akron Food Bank (OH-261 at OH-59). I do the “big pick-up” run in the People-to-People van some
months. Contact me for more information.

2020 Upscale Garage Sale
SAVE THE DATE, our annual fundraiser is set for Friday June 12 3:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. and Saturday June
13 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. The garage sale is held at the fellowship and is open to the community. Donations
will be accepted beginning Sunday May 24. Donations of household goods, books, holiday/home decorations,
furniture, electronics, sporting goods, jewelry, games, puzzles, craft supplies, children’s toys, unique and
antique items accepted. No clothing or shoes please.
Many volunteer opportunities will be available. Please contact Erin Palmer with questions.
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Social Action In Action

PEOPLE TO PEOPLE SUNDAY is APRIL19. We were going to collect low sugar cereals. Since the service
will be online, please consider making a donation directly to People to People, or drop off a check at the
Fellowship. Checks (in an envelope) can be made payable to People to People and slipped between the doors.
OPEN PLATE COLLECTION on APRIL 26 will be for the IMMIGRANT WORKER PROJECT (IWP)
which is dedicated to the struggle for justice and human dignity for rural immigrant workers from Latin
America. This very active organization works in 9 regions of Ohio where it assists with various economic and
educational projects, but mainly focuses on immigration. The center seeks to provide advocacy and multiple
services to distressed immigrant families. The need is constant to help these workers survive in today’s
extremely difficult political scene. Since the service will be online, please consider making a donation directly,
or dropping off a check at the Fellowship

All Things Green
GO GREEN WITH YOUR ELECTRIC POWER - PART II
HOLMES-WAYNE ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE offers the EnviroWatts program. This is a green power
program exclusively for Ohio Electric Cooperative members. The power for this program is generated from
renewable energy sources such as solar panels and bio-digesters in Ohio, going into Ohio’s power grid.
EnviroWatts is offered in “blocks”. Each block represents 100 kilowatt hours (kWh) of renewable energy
purchased for this program. Each block costs just $2 a month. This is in addition to your monthly electric bill.
You decide the level of support that is right for you – one block, two, three or more. To sign up or to learn
more call the Holmes-Wayne Electric Cooperative at 330-674-1055. Information prepared by the Climate
Change Working Group of the Wooster Interfaith Justice Committee
PLEASE NOTE: Many activities have been or will be cancelled due to the coronavirus, check to see if the
following are still scheduled before you plan to attend.
CELEBRATE OHIO’S FIRST NATIVE PLANT MONTH at The Wilderness Center on Saturday, April 18
from 1:00-7:00 p.m. In the afternoon Dr. Doug Tallamy, author of Bringing Nature Home, will present two
lectures: Nature’s Best Hope and Are “Alien” Plants Bad. After a supper buffet TWC naturalists will present
two more lectures, Wildlife in my Garden and Intrigue & Espionage. Preregistration is required at
wildernesscenter.org.
The annual native plant sale featuring over 100 different varieties of native plants will be held on Saturday,
April 25, 9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. and Sunday, April 26 1:00-4:00 p.m. Gardening seminars will be held on
Saturday for $5 each, payable at the door. Visit wildernesscenter.org for the April 18 itinerary and registration
information, gardening seminar descriptions and the native plant sale catalog.
SCARLET GRAY & GREEN FAIR will be held at the OARDC on Wednesday, April 22 from 10:00 a.m. 5:00 p.m. Free to the public, it features exhibits, recycling of hard to recycle items, food vendors, a green car
cruise-in featuring Tesla rides, tours of the arboretum and the Quasar anaerobic digester. A Renewable Energy
Workshop will be held concurrently from 10:00 a.m. – 12:15 p.m. with presentations on evidence and
mitigation of climate change; environmental threats and degradation caused by fossil fuel, current state of
recycling; Green Energy Ohio’s vision for Ohio renewable energy, DIY installation of solar energy systems
and sustainability efforts at OSU Wooster. More information can be found online at Scarlet, Gray and Green
Fair 2020.
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Library News
Our Library is CLOSED right now. Listed below are two titles new to the Fellowship library that you
might want to check out once we return to the building, or look for as an e-book. Descriptive quotes are from
the books’ back covers.
IMAGINE THERE’S NO HEAVEN: VOICES OF SECULAR HUMANISM
Edited by Matt Cherry, Tom Flyn and Timothy Madigan 144 Cher 1997
“Imagine there’s no heaven. It’s easy when you read the words – and share the experiences – of this all-star
lineup of humanist activists. Thoughtful, caring, unstintingly rational, they dare to pursue the good life … in
this life. Campaigning for human rights, fighting for justice, battling superstition, their example is inspiring in
the best sense. Dynamic essays and thought-provoking interviews from the pages of FREE INQUIRY, the
largest-circulation English-language publication for and about secular humanists and secular humanism.”
Thank you to Phil and Laura Grimm for donating this book to the library.
SITTING STILL LIKE A FROG: MINDFULNESS EXERCISES FOR KIDS (AND THEIR PARENTS)
By Eline Snel C 155.413 Snel
“This introduction to mindfulness meditation for children and their parents includes practices that can help
children calm down, become more focused, fall asleep more easily, alleviate worry, manage anger, and
generally become more patient and aware. The accompanying audio CD has guided meditations voiced by
Myla Kabat-Zinn, co-author of Everyday Blessings: The Inner Work of Mindful Parenting.”
This title can be located on the Parenting Shelf of the RE Children’s Library in the hall just outside the RE
director’s office. And many thanks to Chelsea Churpek for donating this book to the collection.
April Birthdays:
Jim Bird
Margaret Boyer
Kate Freed
Ann Hastings
Jay Klemme
Tom Knepper
Alex Lowry
Linda Michel
Mady Noble
John Waldman

April Anniversaries:
Juan Gross & Peg Redinbaugh
We’d like to add
your birthday or
anniversary to the list.
Please contact the office

A Look at the Year Ahead
General Assembly 2020 will be in Providence, RI on June 24-28, 2020. You can still view/listen to
presentations from GA 2019 from Spokane, WA at www.uua.org/ga.
Central East Region Summer Institute (CERSI) will be July 12-18, 2020. We are heading to a new location
in California, Pennsylvania. We are pleased to welcome our 2020 theme speaker, Kazim Ali. He will be
presenting the theme: “Questioning the Unquestionable, Answering the Unanswerable”. More information at
www.cersiuu.org.
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Monthly Meetings
All face-to-face Monthly Meetings at UUFWC have been cancelled. Meeting leaders are encouraged to
contact Anne, Karen, Chelsea or David for instructions on setting up a virtual meeting through
ZOOM. To see if your meeting has been switched to an online meeting, please go to uufwc.org/
calendar/ and click on your meeting to see the ZOOM link.
The Sunday Evening Book Group meets on the third Sunday at 7:00 p.m. In April, we will be discussing SO
YOU WANT TO TALK ABOUT RACE by Ijeoma Oluo. “With a clever approach that uses anecdotes, facts,
and a little humor, the author challenges all readers to assess their own beliefs and perceptions while clearly
looking at polarizing issues.” (Quote from Library Journal starred review)
The Caregivers Support Group is on hiatus until further notice. If you are interested in reforming this
group, please contact contact Bert Bishop or Rev. Jennie.
Choir Rehearsal is every Wednesday at 7:00 p.m. If you would like to join your voice with ours, contact
Sharon Delgadillo.
Circle Sing meets on the third Wednesday at 6:30 p.m. This is open to ANYONE who wants to make a
joyful noise! No experience or note reading ability necessary. Contact Sharon Delgadillo.
The Drumming Circle meets on the third Saturday at 6:00 p.m.
The Earth Centered Group meets most second and fourth Sundays after the second service. Contact
Lindsay Walker or Doris Cannon.
Folk Orchestra Rehearsal is every Wednesday evening at 8:15 p.m. Any level of expertise is welcome to
come and play! Contact Sharon Delgadillo.
The Grief Support Group meets every Wednesday at 4:00 p.m. Please join us if you have lost someone and
would like support from those who are also going through that same transition. We welcome everyone.
Contact Gail Woosley.
The Humanist Group will not be meeting in April
The Men’s Group meets on the first and third Thursdays at 7:00 p.m. All men are invited to this group to
explore what's working in your life and what you would like to change. Every meeting stands alone, so
newcomers and drop-ins are always welcome. Contact James Griffith or David Paul.
Racial Justice: Understanding Race meets on the fourth Sunday at 11:00 a.m. Come join us in conversation
about how we, as individuals and as Unitarian Universalists, can and will undo racism. No sign-up is
necessary and each meeting stands alone.
Sitting Chair Yoga is led by Debora Galaz and meets every Monday at 10:15 a.m., $5 per class.
Sound Meditation is led by Steve Power and meets the second, fourth, and fifth Thursdays at 6:00 p.m., $5
at the door. Through the use of Tibetan Singing Bowls and Pyramid Crystal Shapes, you will experience a
deep relaxation unlike anything you have experienced before. No experience necessary and nothing to learn.
The UUke Group meets on the second Friday at 7:00 p.m. If you play a string instrument, come and join
them! Contact Judy Smith or Bonnie Groop.
The Women’s Lunch Group meets on the second Tuesday and the third Monday. Both groups meet at 11:30
a.m. at downtown Buehler’s Café for lunch and socializing. Contact Karen Skubik.
Zen Meditation meets every Monday at 7:00 p.m. If you are new, please come no later than 6:45 p.m. for
orientation. Contact Steve Berg.

The Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Wayne County
is a member congregation of the Unitarian Universalist Association.
How to Find Us: We are located at 3186 Burbank Road, in Wooster, 330-262-9194.
After Labor Day through Memorial Day we meet on Sundays at 9:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m..
In the Summer, June through Labor Day, we meet on Sundays at 10:00 a.m..
Interim Minister: Rev. Jennie Barrington
Board of Directors: David Francis, president; Rachel Relle, vice president; Bonnie Groop, secretary;
Inez Bird, Kelly Chandler, James Griffith, Jr., Lesley Mayfield, John Waldman, past president.
Office Administrator: Anne Wilson
Director of Religious Education: Chelsea Churpek
Youth Ministries Coordinator: Jessica Eikleberry
Membership Coordinator: Karen Skubik
Newsletter Editor: Joann Ribar The newsletter deadline is the 17th of every month.
Congregational Group Email: One email reaches nearly everyone! There is a delay while messages are
moderated. To join the group, email the office.
Virtual Office Hours:
Rev. Jennie Barrington: Tuesday, Wednesday from 11:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m., Thursday from 11:00 a.m.-1:30 p.m. and
by appointment
Anne Wilson, Office Administrator: Monday, Wednesday, and Friday from 10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.
Chelsea Churpek, Director of Religious Exploration: By appointment
Jessica Eikleberry, Youth Ministries Coordinator: By appointment
Karen Skubik, Membership Coordinator: By appointment

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Wayne County
3186 Burbank Road
Wooster, Ohio 44691
www.uufwc.org

The Unitarian Universalist Fellowship
is an inclusive community for spiritual exploration
dedicated to social and environmental justice.

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Wayne County

